The Congregation at Prayer
A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer
For the Second Sunday after Epiphany
January 14, 2007 through January 21, 2007

Catechesis Notes for the Week— The Power of the Word — The Catechism states that "the Word of God in and with the water" of
Holy Baptism is what gives Baptism its power to work "forgiveness of sins, rescue from death and the devil, and give eternal salva-
tion to all who believe this." Take away the Word and you have nothing but water; but with the Word you have a life-giving water,
rich in grace, and the washing of the rebirth in the Holy Spirit. The Bible Sories for thisweek continue to highlight the power of
the Word in, with, and under the water of Baptism. By the Word of the Lord the heavens were opened for forty days and forty
nightsin the divine judgment of the great flood and Noah and His family were saved through water. By the Word of the Lord, God
saved the children of Israel through the water of the Red Sea and distroyed Pharoah and his armies. By the Word of the Lord, the
waters of the Jordan parted and Israel was drawn into the promised land. By the Word of the Lord, the water of the Jordan
cleansed Naaman of his leprosy and even brought him to the faith that confessed that the God of Israel was, indeed, the Lord and
the only true God. In all of these stories there are two common themes. First, the water was very very real, it was no symbol, and it
carried both the condemnation and the salvation of God. Second, the Word of God itself wasreal and God joined Himself to the
water by His Word in order to accomplish His saving work. To despise the water was to despise the Word. To despise the Word
was to reject the water. The water and the Word were inseparably joined together by God. Why is this so important? It is by the
Word in tangible water that we come to receive salvation and that we come to know that salvation with absolute and unshakeable
certainty.

The Order of Meditation and Prayer
Pray and confess out loud as much from the order of meditation and prayer as you are able, or as your family size and ages dictate.
Learn by heart the verse, catechism, and hymn of the week.

Theme: In Baptism You Have Put on Christ.

I nvocation
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Apostles' Creed
Verse: Galatians 3:26-27

You areall sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.
For as many of you aswere baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

Psalm 66 and/or the appointed daily psalms for listed below.
Prayer on the Psalm: Thanks and praise beto You, O God of all grace, because You have delivered our souls from the bondage
of Satan, and have saved us through the Red Sea of the blood of Your Son Jesus Christ, our Savior. Cleanse us evermore with
His blood that, with all Your saints, we may continually praise You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Daily Psalms Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
Morning 22 26, 27 30 32 33 35 37 40
Evening 23,24 25 28,29 31 34 36 38 39,41

The Catechism: The Sacrament of Holy Baptism—Part |11

How can water do such great things? Third Grade +
Certainly not just water,

but the word of God in and with the water does these things,

along with the faith which trusts thisword of God in the water.

For without God's word the water is plain water and no Baptism.

But with the word of God it is a Baptism,

that is, alife-giving water, rich in grace, and awashing of the new birth in the Holy Spirit,
as St. Paul saysin Titus, chapter three:

He saved usthrough the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, Kindergarten +
whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, First Grade +
so that, having been justified by His grace, Second Grade +

we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.
Thisisatrustworthy saying. [Titus 3:5-8]




Readings for the Week of the Week of the Second Sunday after the Epiphany

Day First Reading—Bible Storiesfor the Family and Academy Second Reading
Monday Hezekiah Purifies the Temple—2 Chronicles 28:22—-29:36 Romans 4:1-25
Tuesday Hezekiah Celebrates the Passover—2 Chronicles 30:1-31:1 Romans 5:1—6:2
Wednesday The Destruction of Sennacherib’s Army—2 Chronicles 32:1-23 Romans 6:12-18
Thursday King Hezekiah's Life Is Extended—2Kings 20:1-11 Romans 7:1-25
Friday King Hezekiah Receives Envoys from Babylon—2 Kings 20:12-21 Romans 8:1-29
Saturday Look ahead to Sunday Romans 13:1-7

Prayers. Collects for the Week, Daily Themesfor Prayer, In Our Prayers at Peace

Collect for the Week of the Second Sunday after the Baptism of Our Lord:
Almighty and everlasting God, who governsall thingsin heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the prayersof Your peo-
ple and grant us Your peace through all our days; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who livesand reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Daily Themesfor Prayer

Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; true and godly wor ship throughout the world; and the faithful
preaching and hearing of God's Word.

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; your calling and daily work; the unemployed; the salvation
and well-being of our neighbors; for government; and for peace.

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation; the addicted and despairing; the tortured and oppressed; and those
struggling with besetting sins.

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family; living together under the grace of Christ according to the Word of God; those
adults who must rear their children alone; and godly schools, especially Peace Lutheran Academy, our church
schools, and seminaries.

Thursday:  Pray for the church and her pastors; for missionaries; fruitful and salutary use of the blessed sacrament of the
Lord's body and blood.

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the cross of our Lord Jesus Chrigt; its spread throughout the whole world and our
community; the persecuted.

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; the dying; the revival of those who are withering in the faith or have fallen away;
receptive hearts for worship and study on the Lord's Day.

In Our Prayers this Week
Tom DeRidder, recuperating from lung surgery.
Erna DeRidder’ s sister in hospice care for inoperable cancer.
Ann Pagac, mother of Joanne LaSage, in hospice care.

Lord's Prayer and Morning or Evening Prayer from the Catechism
Hymn of Week “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise’ (stanzas 1 and 2) 394

Look forward to the Third Sunday after Epiphany January 21, 2007

Hymns: 616, 401, 620, 598

2 Kings 5:1-15a: The cleansing of Naaman teaches us that the saving power of God rests solely with the Word of God and no
where else. It was the Word of God, added to the water, that cleansed Naaman of his leprosy. What role does faith play? Faith re-
ceives what the Word gives. The strength of faith is not in the act of believing, but in the Word that is believed.

Romans 1:8-17: We are justified, declared righteous, by the faith which isin the Gospel of our dear Lord Jesus Christ. The Gospel
teaches that we have a gracious God who has put away our sinsfor Christ's sake, so that God no longer holds them against us. It
isthis Gospel of which S. Paul, and the whole Church of Christ, is not ashamed, because it is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes.

Matthew 8:1-13: It isthe Lord'swill, not only to save us poor miserable sinners, but to do so by taking our sin and corruption
upon Himself to the death of the cross. Jesus manifested this grace of God by touching the unclean leprous man and saying, "I am
willing [to take your sin and infirmity upon Myself], be cleansed.” The Word, "be cleansed,” carried Jesus forgiveness, life, and
salvation to this poor man. It is the same for us. None of us are worthy to receive the salvation that our Lord so willingly desiresto
give us, but by His grace alone He comes to us. The centurion rightly confessed both his unworthiness as a sinner, and the all suf-
ficiency of Jesus' saving Word: "Lord, | am not worthy that You should come under my roof. But only speak a word, and my ser-
vant will be healed." The Word of Christ, the Gospel, is the power of God for salvation to all who believe.




